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Golf Tourism

£68.2 million 
by 2023



1. Safe & successful event delivered

2. Positive visitor experience

4. Civic pride

5. Maximizing benefits to NI ς event & beyond 

6. Legacy
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Mark Catherall

Head of Tourism, 
Sefton Council



Background

Å Royal Birkdale Hosted the 146th Open in 2017, its 10th time hosting the event. It will return once again in 
2026.

Å Royal Birkdale is located on the outskirts of Southport, a coastal visitor destination with a population of 
95,000.

Å The event attracted 235,000 visitors generating over £35m direct to the local economy

ÅWe had several aims for The Open:

1. Use the Open Golf Championship to help grow the value of the Visitor Economy in Sefton
2.Enhance the reputation and visibility of Sefton/Southport to a national and international audience
3..ǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ {ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ
4.5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ DƻƭŦ /ƻŀǎǘ ōǊŀƴŘ



Grab the Opportunity

Å To meet our aims we knew we had to be ambitious and bold. 

ÅWe created compelling reasons for event visitors to come back to Southport, dwell and spend money. We 
did this by:

Å Enhancing the place through branding and wayfinding in the Town and outside the course
Å Ensuring free shuttle buses to the Town Centre 
Å Enhanced Destination Marketing 
Å Inward Investment 
Å Making sure we had an extensive on course Prescence 
Å A Town Centre golf attraction with activity 
Å Installation of Place Making attraction 

ÅWe also worked with Businesses in Southport to ensure everyone was ready this included:
ÅWorking with Southport Business Improvement District distributed an Open Golf Toolkit to 

every Town Centre Business
Å Rolled out a Welcome Host training programme for the hospitality sector 
Å Created reasons for visitors not to go from course to room 
Å Enhancing the offer.
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Barneys Ruins, Slaughtneil, 
Maghera
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http://www.tourismni.com/forms
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Balance Treehouse, 
South Armagh



Forest Dens, Galgorm



1. Join Tourism NI: Visit tourismni.com and sign up 
to a membership account. 

2. Create a Product Page on 
discovernorthernireland.com: Once you have a 
Tourism NI account you can apply to create a 
product page on discovernorthernireland.com 

3. Add marketing content to the product page ς 
Once your application is approved you can add 
marketing content to your page: 

Images
Property description/facilities
Location address
Contact details
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Blackrock House B&B, Portrush 


